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the field to meet that enemy. At the same time, we
caused the tidings to be speedily conveyed to the
people of the Tobacco Nation, who received it with
joy, regarding that hostile band as already con-
quered, and as occasion for their triumph. They
resolutely awaited them for some days; then, weary-
ing because victory was so slowly coming to them,
they desired to go to meet it,—at least, the inhabitants
of the village of Saint Jean, men of enterprise and
valor. They hastened their attack, fearing lest the
Iroquois should escape them, and desiring [27] to
surprise the latter while they were still on the road.
They set out on the fifth day of the month of Decem-
ber, directing their route toward the place where the
enemy was expected. But the latter, having taken
a roundabout way, was not met; and, to crown our
misfortunes, the enemy, as they approached the
village, seized upon a man and woman who had just
come out of it. They learned from these two cap-
tives the condition of the place, and ascertained that
it was destitute of the better part of its people.
Losing no time, they quickened their pace that they
might lay waste everything, opportunity so greatly
favoring them.

It was on the seventh day of the month of last
December, in the year 1649, toward three o’clock in
the afternoon, that this band of Iroquois appeared at
the gates of the village, spreading immediate dismay,
and striking terror into all those poor people,— bereft
of their strength, and finding themselves vanquished,
when they thought to be themselves the conquerors.
Some took to flight; others were slain on the spot.
To many, the flames, which were already consuming
some of their cabins, gave the first intelligence of



